CARER ALLOWANCE (CHILD)

Carer Allowance (Child provides assistance to parents/carers who care for a child with a disability or severe medical condition in recognition of the impact of the caring role on parents/carers.  The allowance is not income or assets tested.  There are two levels of Carer Allowance (Child).

-Level 1 Health Care Card.  For children who require ‘substantially more care and attention’ compared to a child of the same age without a disability or severe medical condition, but who do not qualify for Level 2.

-Level 2 Fortnightly payment and a Health Care Card via either:

(i) Verification that the child’s disability or severe medical condition is included on a ‘manifest’ list of disabilities/conditions – which results in automatic qualification, or

(ii) The Child’s functional ability is assessed as being below a certain standard for their age.

You will need to complete a claim form (from Centrelink) and your child’s doctor also completes a form.  If your child does not automatically qualify, it is important that the doctor knows your child well.  You may need to make an appointment with the doctor to complete the form together.

In recognition of the overall impact on a family of having more than one child with a disability a single rate of Carer Allowance (Child) may be payable where the combined level of disability of two children in the family meets the qualifying threshold.

For further information in regard to the Carer Allowance you can contact Centrelink-

Call 13 2717 or

Contact the Disability Officer at your nearest Centrelink office by Calling 13 1021 or

Access the Centrelink website www.centrelink.gov.au
Health Care Card

People in receipt of the Carer Allowance (Child) are entitled to a Health Care Card (HCC).  The card is issued in the child’s name and may only be used for this child’s direct benefit-for example; concessions on prescriptions, dental care and eye examinations for the child.

Carer Payment for Parents/Carers of a Child or Children Under 16

Carer Payment is an income support payment for someone who provides full-time care to a person with a disability, a person who is frail aged, or a child with a profound disability.  For parents/carers of children under 16, Carer Payment can be paid to a person providing:

· Full-time care for a child with a ‘profound disability’ or

· Care for tow or more children with disabilities and/or medical conditions where the combined level of care is at least equivalent to the level of care required by one child with a ‘profound disability’ or

· Care for an adult with a disability where that adult’s dependent child is under 6 or is aged 6-15 and qualifies for Carer Allowance (Child)

The carer need not live with the person being cared for but must be providing full-time care.  The Carer Payment is income and assets tested.  If you or your partner have significant other income or assets, you may not qualify.
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