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Australia’s First National Silent Plea
“Audience with Autism”

The manicured lawns of Parliament House Canberra will show the “faces of autism” when 1000 white chairs carry photographs of children and adults with autism from across Australia. This is their silent plea to Federal Politicians and the public for understanding, equal opportunity and freedom during Australia’s first national autism awareness event “Audience with Autism”, 1pm, Thursday 30th Sept 2004.

“People with autism and their carers want politicians and the public to be more aware of their situation” says Mr. Bob Buckley Convenor, A4. “Autism means ‘severe and pervasive impairment’. People with autism struggle to fit into our world. Their families and carers make huge efforts to support them and the personal sacrifice and its cost are enormous.”

Members of Australia's autism community, including Judy and Tim Fischer, will walk up Federation Mall to the “Audience” of 1000 white chairs. For most, the affects of their autism prevent their physical participation, but the empty chairs bearing their photo will represent the rapidly growing population affected by autism spectrum disorders. 

"In a Federal Election campaign where all sides of politics are acknowledging health, Medicare and pressure on families as key concerns of the community, it is tragic that the acute needs of our autism families continue to be completely ignored" explained Judy Brewer Fischer”.

Guest speaker Alex Deen-Cowell, a year 11 student, is also prohibited from attending by the affects of his autism. However, his moving speech will be delivered via an audio recording to the “Audience” and the members of the autism community who have made the pilgrimage. 

“Only by breaching the walls of ignorance and misunderstanding can those of us with a disability be truly free.” Alex Deen-Cowell says.

Who: 
100s of members of the autism community, including Judy and Tim Fischer

What: 
1000 white chairs as a Silent Plea by people with autism/ASD for acceptance and understanding.

When: 
1 pm Thursday, 30th September 2004

Where: 
Parliament House Canberra (near the public entrance)

Contacts:
Bob Buckley (0418 677 288) A4 Convenor, 
Judy Fischer (0427 534 513)

Media enquiries: Meredith Ward: 0429 411 868 
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